KGZUhikO (KGY) NiShi(President, Ascii Corporation)
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Words alone cannot describe the
achievements of young Nishi, who
was the "face” of the emerging
personal computer industry in Japan.
In 1977, when Nishi was still a
university student, he established
Ascii Publishing with two of his
friends. Not being satisfied with
Jjust publishing, he traveled alone to
the U.S. to carry out direct
negotiations with Bill Gates. In 1978,
he successfully acquired a contract
as agent for BASIC in the Far East.
But the term was limited to one year.
Gates did not have much confidence
in his new agent and expected to
cancel the contract in a year's time
for reasons of poor performance.
However, Nishi succeeded in
capturing major Japanese
manufacturers one after another,
and became a chief initiator of the
explosive BASIC boom in Japan. In
1960, he accounted for a large
percentage of Microsoft's total
sales, and in recagnition of his
outstanding performance, he was
appointed vice president of Far East
Operations from 1979 to 1966.
During that period, Ascii continued
to expand with publishing and
software as its two main concerns.
After canceling its contract with
Microsoft in 1986, Ascii has built on
its own corporate character and has
diversified into new areas such as
semiconductors, personal computer
communications, business software,
multimedia, and movies.
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