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HISTORICAL

IN COMMUNICATIO
In the history of mankind




2 million Inthe Australopithecines age, the use of simple

V‘?afs _"‘90: stone implements by the upright standing
t\yo;legged ape-man.
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TOWARDS A NEW AGE
OF DIALOGUE

Making effective use

of computer technology

In business and in living.

L&) BitE BAE—BS R BARARR Btk EANE
Left to right, E.V.P. Keiichiro Tsukamoto, President Akio Gunji, E.V.P. Kazuhiko
Nishi
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In 1977, just when personal computers were being introduced
to the market, ASCII Corporation entered into business as a
publisher of the monthly “ASCII”’, a general purpose magazine
for microcomputer users.

The 7 years since then, have been a time of pioneering ex-
perience for the company, first in promoting user technology
of personal computers and next in establishing itself as a
business enterprise. The company has within this period,
entered into a business tie-up with Microsoft Corporation of
the U.S.A., a world leading developer of computer software,
and at the same time developed independently original computer
software and hardware. It proposed and brought into existence
the MSX home personal computer standard, featuring software
compatibility among different models. The system has also
been designed as an open-ended upward compatible system.
ASCII continues to add enhancements which will broaden the
MSX user base.

The computer has now been tied-up with high level communica-
tion technology and this has .given birth to new and wider
possibilities. It can be said that the so-called new media age
has dawned.

To activate man-to-man dialogue through two-way communica-
tion technology, ASCII will concentrate its efforts and energies

in research and development.
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ASCII Publishing Co., Ltd. established.

First publication of ASCII (5,000 copies).

Tie-up with Microsoft Corporation, U.S.A.

ASCII Microsoft Co., Ltd. established and made
Far East sole agent.

ASCII Consumer Products established for develop-
ment and sale of original software products.

Head Office moved to Segawa Bldg. 5-2-2 Jingumae,
Shibuya-ku, Tokyo.

ASCII magazine tops 100,000 copies First issue of
LOG IN (a special issue of ASCII) published.

Head Office moved to the present location.

ASCII Publishing Co., Ltd. renamed ASCII
Corporation.

ASCII Consumer Products Co., Ltd. absorbed into
ASCII Corporation for further expansion of activities.
LOG IN magazine is published as a monthly
periodical.

Announcement of MSX Home Personal Computer
System.

First Publication of MSX magazine.

ASCII Microsoft Co., Ltd. absorbed into ASCII

Corporation for further expansion of activities.

BUSINESS OUTLINE OF THE COMPANY
Company Name: ASCII CORPORATION

Capital:

Established:
Employees:

Officials:

Head Office:

Reference
Banks:

Projected Sales:

1,819 Million Yen (US$7,140,000)

May 26, 1977

241 (as of July 1, 1984)

President: Akio Gunji

Executive Vice President: Kazuhiko Nishi
Executive Vice President: Keiichiro Tsukamoto
Vice President: Takeshi Yoshizaki

Vice President: Susumu Furukawa

Vice President: Yoshifumi Hamada

Auditor: Naohide Kurose

Auditor: Kunio Nishi

Sumitomo Minami Aoyama Bldg. 5-11-5
Minami Aoyama, Shibuya-ku, Tokyo

Tel. 03 (486) 7111

The Fuji Bank, Aoyama Branch

The Sumitomo Bank, Aoyama Branch
8,500 Million Yen (US$40,000,000)

(1984 fiscal year).



HPRE PUBLICATIONS

2= =D A e,

LEE e

TAF =7 7T,

An information network for users
which acts as the ASCII antenna

<A 70arCa—XDHEER O A, [RIREC VA 0 A LFIHEE I
FeLtze b+ 3 HGEENE. 72X —D7 > 7 FH %P> T T, &
¥ —F ) RLDHEDHHD b v o R R 2, 22— — - =—X
DIMRIZO LD > T2, 128 2 e b itsu Tk, wad
OOPRECROEDIZLTH, 20 Ea—RDTX 29— P TR 3 15
WA X v 7WANEL T =y 2 2iT 0, BT 1 25 23 N THEER
ZFAMLTOET, 29 Lichea L O AGG 2l L T & 5 IR
ALAHE, Yy ara— - HERIHER RS L L b2, TAF—ICL
STHY 7 NV 27RO BEELERIL Lo T0HDTT, LbIE "R
—8—v 7" L L TONNEE, TRIHE DN 6 kv S e g
3, MEECIRGT, 22 Ea—2003 LOAMEY» LHME, <=2
TAI Y FT-HLTOE T, AR, 7774 22 L EDHIK
IGE) S B HEE L T2 v 2T,

The publishing department performs as an antenna by collecting
information to expand the performance capabilities and user base
of the microcomputer and then feeding this new information
to the users through ASCII magazine.

Our journalists efforts in trying to grasp the correct trends of
the times enable them to understand and fulfill the user’s needs.
Letters to the editors are carefully checked by the experts of
the editorial staff and all programs are pre-tested by the staff
before they are presented in the magazine. Thus the reliable
information born through the dialogue between user and editor
not only wins the respect of the readers but also enables ASCII

to secure important data for the development of new software.
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MAGAZINES

Over 350,000 copies published monthly and
over 60% of the readers are personal com-
puter users. Editing and publishing of
monthly “ASCII”, “LOG IN”, “MSX
Magazine” and “ASPECT?”, all of which
have gained the high respect and trust of

| the readers.

BOOKS

Books are carefully planned, edited and
published to meet the ever widening needs,
of beginner to professional. The high
respect gained for the easy-to-read and
understand writing style, has prompted
computer manufacturers to request us to

write their product manuals.

NON PAPER MAGAZINE

In reply to strong readers’ requests, “TAPE
ASCII” is now being supplied. The soft-
ware developed by the readers is recorded
in a single tape cassette (with possibilities
of disc supply in the future). This service
was started in January of '84 and has
opened a new market with an expanding

future.

OVERSEAS INFORMATION

ASCII correspondents stationed in Europe
and the U.S.A. gather the latest computer
related information and speedily transmit it
to Japan where it is translated and quickly
published in the company’s various news
media. These information gathering activi-
ties have been further strengthened through
the tie-up with the publishers of “Inc.”
magazine in the U.S.A.
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To further lead the world in software
ASCII will, with Microsoft,
further strive in research.
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ASCII is carrying out software research with Microsoft Cor-
poration, the top ranked developer of microcomputer software
in the world.

As ASCII fully understands the peculiarities of information
processing techniques and language differences existing
between the U.S.A. and Japan or other areas where Microsoft
products are supplied, ASCII functions as a bridge by repro-
cessing the products to meet the specific cultural requirements.
One of the results of these efforts, was ASCII’s promotion of
the MSX software compatible home personal computer system.
With the approval and support of the local computer manu-
facturers, ASCII together with Microsoft worked for the
realization of a home personal computer that will be meet the
needs of the coming new media age.

ASCII will especially strengthen the development of software
for business use, pursuing a system that will be easy to use

such as the proven user friendly Multiplan.
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MS-DOS is a trademark of Microsoft Corporation.

Multiplan*

Microsoft Corporation the developers of the

BASIC interpreter for microcomputers,
have also in the area of programming,
developed under a new idea, the easy to
use software Multiplan which allows
simplified tabulation and calculation in

microcomputers.

MSX*

The products of 12 local computer manu-
facturers that meet the requirements of the
MSX proposal are already on the market.
MSX machines support a common BASIC
language and permit the use of a wide
range of software. The MSX software
compatible home personal computer will
be of great significance in the coming new

media age.

MS-WINDOWS*

A new software system that expands the
functions of the operating system by linking
various hardware and various applications.
The realization of data exchange and con-
versation between multi applications,
strongly supports the making of work

stations for business applications.

MS-DOS*

The use of 16 bit machines in the field of
business is making MS-DOS the standard
operating system. ASCII is implementing
MS-DOS to meet Kanji requirements and
other functions of the Japanese market
needs as the support for higher language

applications.



TR 7 BRAER SOFTWARE RESEARCH & DEVELOPMENT DEPT

;i—)(i‘h‘,7ﬁgé{t‘o

TRF—DIHIEENIL

LT ASLDLHIE,

New Media Age
The role that ASCII will shoulder
is becoming greater and greater
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In the field of software development.....in the area of office
computers and minicomputers or further in response to require-
ments of new media, ASCII’s role is expanding at a rapid pace.
For its in-aouse OA system, ASCII is already using UNIX for
its OS and INFORMIX for its data base system. The system
development know-how obtained thereby through actual
operations is now being supplied as a technical service to con-
tract customers.

UNIX is now considered as the principal OS for 16/32 bit
processors and the ASCII developed Japanese language version
“KANJI UNIX” is now drawing such attention that it might
become the standard OS of the current generation.

In the area of new media, ASCII has from an early stage paid
attention to Videotex by TELIDON =NAPLPS, which is con-
sidered to set the international standard, and is independently
carrying out research and development in this field.

ASCII is beginning to play a bigger role with the expansion

of the field of its activities.
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LIST OF TRADEMARKS

1 UNIX: Bell Laboratories

2 XENIX: Microsoft Corp.

3 informix: Relational Database Systems Inc.
4 JS-WORD: ASCII Corp.

5 NAVIC: Mitsui & Co., Ltd.

KANJI UNIX

A conversational Multi-user/Multi-task
general OS developed by Bell Laboratories
and is now drawing great attention as the
OS of the present generation. The key
for its wide acceptance in Japan is the
Japanese language version and this was
developed by ASCII.

informix*

A data base management system for UNIX.
It will operate in all UNIX* and XENIX*
systems in the C language.

ASCII has developed a complete Japanese

version of the entire data base.

JS-WORD*

A Japanese word processor independently
developed by ASCII and JUST SYSTEM.
With the use of the much talked about
mouse input device and easy to understand
graphic symbols (icons), it is showing sur-
prisingly high operational capabilities
never before experienced in personal

computers.

NAVIC*

This is a state-of-the-art system where the
real image on a video disc is docked with
the TELIDON =NAPLPS image and with
a slight touch of the video terminal screen,
specific information desired from the
“moving screen” can be instantaneously
arrested and brought out. Superimposing
of laser disc images with Teidon images is
possible. This state-of-the-art system was
developed by ASCII to help bring you

tomorrow, today.
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“Effective’” Sales activities
Creating new demands
for the Computer Market
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The Sales Department is supplying/on a nation-wide basis, to
bookstores and microcomputer shops, the monthly magazines
ASCII, LOG IN, and MSX magazine, books, games and busi-
ness software, as well as software products of Microsoft Corp.
It acts as a window through which ASCII is in touch with its
customers and sales outlets, receiving their first hand comments
and feeding these back to the various departments concerned.
The Department aggressively promotes the development of
new products and activities from the comments received, and
one result of this is the “Educational Service’’ now supplied
by the company.

This “Educational Service” provides business computer users
with services not available hereto as well as special services
for companies purchasing a computer for the first time.

The Sales Department, as before, will continue its attentive
sales activities and promote the development of new markets

and demands.
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Advertisement Sales

Promotes the sales of advertising to be

placed in the magazines and books published
by the company. Advertisements are in a
sense a news source and draw the attention
of the readers. This section carries out
various market studies on the advertise-
ments posted, and with know-how and
techniques developed on its own feeds the
relevant data back to the advertisers.

Public Relations

Is responsible for the correct and best
presentation of the company image to the
industry and the general public. It plans
for the advertising of the broad line of
company products and carries out sales
campaigns and promotions.

Their planning and execution capabilities
have been well proven by the results ob-
tained in the company’s participation in the
annual ‘“‘Asahi Personal Computer Show”
and the ““Data Show’’.

Materials Administration
Administers the stock control and distribu-
tion of the company’s products. In concert
with the sales group it strives for a constant
flow of ASCII’s products.

User Support

The group acts as window to all customer
inquiries and diligently follows these up
for a correct and quick reply. A hot line
service is available and this has gained the

popularity and high respect of our customers.



HT.L (N TFvZFR)

H.S.P.GR—L -/ 7bxT7- 705 7)

A~ DI DI TR

—a—TULZ R a2 R AT 4 THIRD Y 7 U T - B
BT FEMA L B AU HIFREIO b L THE L T2 DH H.
TL.( A T o2+ 8 TH. BAEIBEPKET 7 4 —il{5 7 EDLEA
7 - WFEh 6, =a— A5 4 TRIED v 7 b7 = TH%E. ~—F
v 7 O EOR L ECHEHIAT 3, bbAHA, 2 Ea—
R 2574 w7 bR SR, TTEETA T4 AZHIEDTr—4HY 7
Mo A2 2S5 47 -7 bvzT7oiMEICbIIL TV 3T, =
S a— XD AR Lo b R ED TR, T AXF—O
RO E LT oy ) T RHOCTINRT 0T,

H.T.L. (High Technology Laboratory)
Independent Research in ‘“Next Generation” Products

This group is conducting research under a liberal research
environment to develop software products meeting the require-
ments for the next generation electronic and media products.

The research includes, basic applications research in satellite
and optic fiber communications, software for new media
products, applications for new hardware products and computer
graphics. The group has already been successful in the develop-
ment of game software and interactive software compatible
with video discs. The group focuses its research and develop-
ment targets on the future products of computer manufacturers

to create for ASCII new and large sales markets.
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H.S.P. (Home Software Products)
High Quality, Low Priced Software Supply

This group develops games and educational software which will
be indispensible and abundant in the coming home computer age.
Instead of having a single programmer develop the entire
software product, the development process in this group is
subdivided into (1) story writing, (2) character design, (3) voice
generation and (4) programming. Through this team work
method, a better product is produced in far less time.

The group has already developed business software compatible
with MSX machines, a simplified word processor and an

electronic memo pad, all of which are available in the market.
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ACCOUNTING DEPT./General Administration

Provider of a Decision Making System

In coordination with the Management Control Group, the
Accounting Department which administers the Accounts,
Finance, Legal, General Administration, Labor and Personnel
Sections of the company, is in continual contact with the
President and Executives concerning the execution of their
responsibilities.

The department plays the all important role of organizer and
coordinator, organizing for smooth functional operations of the
company and creating pleasant working conditions and environ-
ment. As a coordinator, it disseminates company news and
information and acts as a pipeline between employees and
management. They also contribute to the welfare and expansion
of the company by providing it with a speedy decision making
organizational system and with the latest and most advanced

working tools.



*R 5 COMPANY ORGANIZATION — MRS ]
] BRREL =
= HARD J—\:j BILER |
% PUBLICATIONS HIREEE J
g—%} —] FES X8 |
7{70Y 7 FEAE | ——— FER#i 28 J
MICROSOFT FAR EAST P
r 0-
HEAD QUARTERS ER/E it |
#k B #t V7 bz 7 EER
x e E — 7 b T RFEARER — - ]
@ % SOFTWARE RESEARCH & s =
= DEVELOPMENT —F EEB =5
— B ]
— B - — [ EMEER £
SALES DEPARTMENT TRt =
——-r EEATEBE J
— HTL |
— H.S.P =
—] EE2E =
% BEERE J
A =]
-y =|
LG4l L HEEPE AL /=420y 7 FE ALY T AL 1 /TR e 4101
TR Y g FE BRAEE— 1
President Executive Vice President/Microsoft Far East H.Q. Executive Vice President/Publishing Department
Akio Gunji Kazuhiko Nishi Keiichiro Tsukamoto
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Vice President/High Technology Laboratory Vice President/Software R & D Department Vice President/Sales Department

Takeshi Yoshizaki Susumu Furukawa Yoshifumi Hamada
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Will announce the basic format of appli-
cation programs developed under the
“informix’* data base management
system. This will raise the productivity
in stock control, billing and the develop-
ment of application programs. Data base
functions will also raise office efficiency.

software /
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ASCIlI's software development activities
cover a wide range of game, business,
language, and OS programs such as UNIX,
MS-DOS, MS-WINDOWS, to mention
only a few. With these development
capabilities as a base, ASCII will continue
its research and development of making
the home personal computer perform as
a work station. And it will also pursue the
ideal office automation system through
software development.

communication
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The “Captain Service” is scheduled to
operate from November of ‘84 and ASCII
will promote the adoption of the MSX
as one of the terminal functions for any
two-way information system (including
Captain) and thus raise the level of the
home personal computer to a home
information terminal.
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Increasing the research Of Computer Technology
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The first issue of our new magazine
“ASPECT" is scheduled for Sept. of ‘84.
The magazine will present the news and
real images of venture and new business
companies in our progressive technologi-
cal times. Through the tie-up with “Inc.”
magazine, we will also present the latest
American news of a similar nature.
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ASCIl has entered the Home Personal
Computer Age by mastering the man-
machine interface with such important
software and technological developments
as JS-WORD, CANDY, the easy to mani-
pulate mouse pointing device, and the
touch screen NAVIC. The company is
determined to further continue its develop-
ment efforts in this field.







